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Welcome to the fourth edition of the SOCC newsletter!

Its been a busy summer for SOCC members, with the dry weather creating more dust than most
of us are used too. It has given us some great photos though... Thank you to those of you who
have sent in articles for this edition, we love reading about your antics. It’s also great to see
some younger members showing an interest in motorsport!

Thanks for choosing South Oxon Car Club and have a great year of motorsportin 2025!

In this edition:

The Chairman has his say

SOCC Summer Autotest Series

The Great Western Vintage and Classic Rally
Rally for the ages as afirst event, aged 12

Intro to targa with one of our younger members
Tom also has a go at Intro to Targa

Suze completes on three events in four weekends
Geth competes in Rali Bro Preseli

Matt’s toughest Auto test yet

The East Anglian Classic in an Austin Seven

This newsletter is nothing without you, please tell us what you’re up to and we’ll buy you a drink
next time we meet... The next edition will be out before Christmas, so please send around 400
words and some pics to Newsletter@southoxoncarclub.co.uk .
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Chairman’s Report

Well here we go again - newsletter number 4 for 2025. With the night's drawing in it can only
mean 1 thing......... 12 Car season again. Been a busy few months for SOCC and still plenty on
the calendar before the end of the year:

Round 2 of the Summer Autotest Championship was on Wednesday 9th July at Dick
Maugers field. A very dusty night was enjoyed by all with Matt Endean taking FTD.
Sunday 27th was a busy day for the Club with the Scenic Sunday Car Tour and the Car
Show.

A socialvisit to Tuthills was an interesting evening out with the workshop staff hard at
final prep for Kenya.

Our 2nd rally App Taster of the year was on Friday 15th August . Always a great learning
evening and saves time explaining how the app works at an event start.

The final round of the Summer Autotest Championship was at Andy Corners farm and
was well worth the wait to be able to use his venue, cheers Andy. FTD went to Shane
Perry.

| will get round to finalising those championship positions soon | promise. Special thanks to Tim
Sawyer and Rob Granger for the help with the events over the summer, it certainly helps!

Events coming up for SOCC are as follows:

We head back to Turweston on Sunday 14th September for the September PCA round 6
of the 2025 Autotest Championship.. A fresh piece of the venue awaits the entrants and
great to see a full entry.

Round 6 of the SOCC ‘The Rallyboy’ 2025 12 Car Championship is on Saturday 27th
September. 90 miles on maps 151 and 164 starting at Tuthills and finishing at The Gate
Hangs Hlgh. Great to see a full entry plus a reserve list for this event.

Round 7 of the above Championship is on Friday 17th October with 60 miles on 151
starting and finishing at The Gate Hangs High - support a pub and they will support you.
Round 7 of the Autotest Championship will be at Ferris Hill Farm on Sunday 19th
October.

November 12 Car Friday 21st November - more details soon.

November PCA Sunday 30th November - more details soon

Christmas PCA Sunday 28th December - back where it all started at the Kassam
Stadium (under floodlights ? i am not sure yet........ )

A date for our AGM will be arranged soon and please feel free to come along and support
and maybe become part of the committee for 2026 - plenty of fresh events in the
pipeline.
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— Atthe start of the year with a plan of 12 PCAs / Autotests and 8 12 Cars i thought it was a
brave call but with help and support of a long list of people it looks like we are going to
pull it off.

— I’mlooking at doing a simple monthly club meet for a good excuse to get you out during
the cold dark winter nights and will update that all soon.

With membership now very close to the 200 mark once again i thank you all for your support and
hope to see you all at an event soon.




SOCC Summer Autotest Series
By Rob Granger

The idea for the summer evening autotest series wasn't mine but Rob Hall had asked for volunteers to
help runit and | thought I'd give it a go. | don't have vast autotest experience but | gambled on it not
being that hard to concoct worthwhile test routes and diagrams; Rob had set that as my scope whereas
he would look after venues, permits
and entries. The plan was for three
events all at different venues, and all
on the loose - this is SOCC after all!!

| wanted to create tests that gave
people a good level of engagement...
had they been underwhelming it
could have been a let-down for those
who had to pull out all the stops to do
an event on a weekday evening. The
venues certainly helped as we had
knee-high grass then loose earth then
rocky stubble to play with across the
three events. The aim was to devise tests that would give experienced competitors a good stretch but
would still be doable for those who might struggle to follow the diagrams; | hoped we'd have a scattering
of wrong tests but not too much complaint.

The first event was at Ferris Hill Farm - a last-minute change of field meant we had to cram two test
sites into a much smaller space than envisaged, and with
fairly frenetic speeds (average speed of 90mph was

joked about) it all felt a bit WRC. But we got by... the
TH Oxgﬁpgﬁxﬁnﬁ{:d%ﬁ event schedule worked and we got everyone through
R every test and over to the pub early enough to enjoy it.
7
o For the second event at Blackstone Farm, John Risby
2

c;ﬁ’ 1

| N

e > came on board to sanity check the tests beforehand
and make it a bit saner than the first event. Like the

first event we had two test venues running side-by-
\/ side but also one final mega test combining the
whole venue; the final test featured a jump... perhaps
inspired by Rally Finland?! The second event featured
an unexpected bonus feature too - dust, due partly to
') weather in the high 20s. The dust proved a challenge

to everyone and led us to continually review the
viability of the event throughout the night. But again
FINISH with some careful adjustments we got everyone
through every test safely and the night was a bit of an
epic.

TEST 8 - good luck!!

The third event at Village Farm explored a venue new
to SOCC. The main limitation though would be daylight
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hours; whilst | personally thought it would make an entertaining evening if we ran into darkness |
couldn't assume everyone else would. Designing the tests was key here - we managed 8 fairly
challenging tests using just 9 cones in total and again it seemed to work ok and finished just as
darkness fell. Stubble's a great surface but it can be unforgiving if it's rocky, and we had a couple of
broken cars and dead tyres during the night. But that seems a good indicator of success to me... ifit'sa
good blast for the experienced and we confuse a few less experienced navigators and have a couple of
breakages then | think we've got it about right!

A big thankyou to John Risby, Eddie Haynes, Martin Sawyer and Dave Galbraithe plus others, without
which all this would have been much harder._
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SOCC Fire Safety Stick Special 15% Off!

Protect What Matters with the Fire Safety Stick

FIRE SAFETY STICK

Compact Fire Protection for Motorsport
In motorsport, fire is the risk no driver, marshal, or

team can afford to ignore. The Fire Safety Stick is O
fast becoming the go-to fire safety solution for
club-level racing and track day drivers. Lightweight, 5 /
reliable, and mess-free, it gives you professional O

protection without the hassle.
Why Motorsport Drivers Choose Fire O | I
Safety Stick
. -Li i A
Ultra-Lightweight —r /4 F/)qE

+ Compact & Space-Saving
+ Long Discharge Time 5'4_/:5 Y5 7£(_

+ No Mess, No Damage
+ Maintenance-Free

Perfect for:

+ Track Day Drivers

+ Club-Level Racers

+ Motorsport Marshals & Pit Crews

- Rally, Karting, Hill Climb, Autograss, and Circuit SOCCFSSI15

Racing

Use code:

Available on the RPS webshop

The Competitive Edge in Safety

In the paddock or on the track, you need fire

protection that works instantly and reliably. The Fire Safety Stick is approved and trusted by drivers across
the world who demand safety without compromise.

It's small enough to mount in-cockpit, powerful enough to tackle engine fires, fuel fires, electrical fires, and
more, giving you and your team peace of mind when pushing to the limit.

“Small Stick. Big Protection.” Use code SOCCFSS15 at
Don't let fire end your race. Stay prepared. Stay protected. checkout to get 15% off!
Equip your car, pit, and paddock with the Fire Safety Stick today.
www.rpsrally.com

Item Price 15% discount

FSS50 Seconds £74.560 £63.33

FSS100 Seconds £404.40 £88.74

FSS50 Seconds Twin Pack f4500| £123.25

FSS100 Seconds Twin Pack f20280| £172.38

FSS Multi Pack - 50 Seconds & 100 Seconds f17290| £146.97

FSS50 Seconds Triple Pack £24850| £185.73

FSS100 Seconds Triple Pack £30820| £261.97

FSS Twin Multi Pack - 50 Seconds & 100 Seconds | £35186 £2990.03
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Great Western Vintage and Classic Rally

By Simon Blackshaw

The Great Western Vintage and Classic Rally has been in my diary since it's inauguration in August last
year. The event caters itself towards beginners and with only 2 previous results on historic road rallies, |
was ready to give it a go.

Dave Morris kindly agreed to pair up in his Ford %] sEEsEvEEEEEE =1 88 88 823
Cortina GT. Dave has been competing across a
range of HRCR events and was fresh back from the
Three Castles Trial which uses a similar regularity
format as what is expected on the GWVCR.

Navigation on historic rallying has the added twist

of ideal average speed. Thisis because. unlike
typical road events, you cannot stop in sight of
regularity controls. As these controls are hidden
within the navigation, it is critical to maintain the
average speed within a few seconds as much as
possible, with enough wiggle room for the occasional
tractor or nasty pull out.

Dave very kindly invited me to his home to have a crack at a 12-car route he had modified into a
jogularity for a practice at the format. Within a few controls, | managed to get a hold of the basic
concepts and was able to pick up a few zeros across the rest of the evening.

| felt very under prepared as rally day dawned, mostly due to the road rally I'd been coordinating results

for the previous night. Dave had been able to pick up and annotate the roadbook but not before needing

to dash into Bristol to find a suitable starter motor to be able to start the rally. With the briefing done we

headed out to the first reg. Traffic set the tone before RS1 which put both me and Dave on edge as we

counted down, not helped by the in-car clock which had suddenly drifted a second compared to the
marshal.

Regardless, reg 1 passed with a fairly good tempo, even
managing to swing round a triangle to grab the all-
important code board. | was grateful for Dave's training,
but we did find ourselves running early and not losing
time quickly enough once the control came into view.
The morning tests brought us round the back of the
Severn View Services for two snappy trips around the
car park, the Cortina didn't have the nimbleness in the
corners like the minis seeded ahead of us, but we could
just about make the difference in fast clean lines, as
well as some sensible ideas for the Jacobs ladder on
test 2. The route headed next into Wales. We missed the
dangerous slot left mentioned at briefing into Chepstow
classic car show and arrived deep in the woodlands to start the second regularity. This time the route
cards had 2 jog tables showing tulips on one half and distance time tables on the other. With the
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training finally settling in | was able to mark off my first 0 on TP 2a whilst only slightly slipping early on
point B due to a nasty control immediately after a tight crossroads.

The lunch halt brought us to a grand pub in what felt like the heart of the Welsh forest. To my surprise |
found some good friends on car parking duty, partlcularly as they are some of the most senior rally
officials in Wales, but just happen to live over the =
road! The afternoon saw Dave and | return to S
England for another crack at the compact tests at
the services, now with tightened corners due to
some impressive results in the morning leg. Yet
again the Cortina put in some impressive times,
beating the bogey on test 3 and only dropping 2
seconds on test 4!

The next stretch took us north along the M5 (not . ;
necessarily the home of the classic car) to regularity 3 Thls long stretch took the rally deep into the
south Cotswolds with some tricky narrow roads and valleys through parks and rural estates. 45 minutes
later we emerged in familiar territory with Dave making his third visit to Kemble this year. During a quick
drink under the 747 we realised we'd only dropped a handful of seconds and were sitting inside the top
10... no pressure before the final leg then!

The 2 loops around Kemble itself went smoothly, with significantly less cones on the course compared

to my last visit. It is helpful when the junction can be called "usual" instead of calling the mouthful that

is the extended hairpins that litter the tarmac end of the airfield. 2 good times here only added 5

seconds to the results... just the final reg to go. A mess up of the trip and clock soon after the start of reg

4 sent me into a spiral of maths and making up time.
Fortunately, junctions were few and far between
meaning we arrived at the first timing point 6
seconds... early or late? In retrospect, | should
have written EARLY it in BLOCK CAPITALS which
meant although | was now calling adjusted times
correctly every .2 of a mile, | was just making the
problem worse as we lose another 12 seconds at
the next timing point.

| felt the prospect of a little wooden trophy slip
away from me as we headed back to Bath.
Thankfully we only dropped a few seconds in the
last two controls and picked up the code board
hidden just moments before the regularity finish. | was ready to fall asleep on my map board when the
news came that we'd done enough. The mistakes in the final reg had costed the top 10 finish but we
were able to come away with 3rd in a very competitive class.

A huge shoutout to Dave Morris for his guidance in the lead up and during the event, as well as everyone
who came out to marshal and support the rally.
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Toughest autotest yet...
By Matt Endean

On to the July SOCC Autotest and a return to a venue local to me, just 20mins up the road on the A41 for
the next evening grass autotest. The field was known to be bumpy, and it was smoother than last time
but the challenge this time would be length of tests, and dust which just hung in the air.

| started the event in Red Shed II, which really didn’t want to
start the night before and this would come back to haunt
me... | went into the event with a good entry not expecting
to do that well as the tests were long and flowing giving
those with power an advantage, but at the end of the first
test we had a slender lead of less than a second.

Then as the tests progressed on the lead got larger with

each run, | did get a bit lucky when I hit one of the truck tyre
markers that this event used as cones. The venue was

rough though, and one part | hit ruined the relatively new

rose joint track rod ends | was testing on the car. Seemingly
these last no better than standard/OEM parts, so they will

be replaced with these as there was no improvement in steering
feel or feedback with them.

Then just over half-way through what was to become an epically long event, the car started mis-firing

and running rough. | thought at first this was hot fuel as the weather was very hot, however cooling the

fuel didn’t solve it. | managed to get it running a bit better and went out for a run, but this didn’t last

long..... So | parked her up before any
real damage was done.

I then swapped to the SOCC Club
car, a even more standard Mk6
Fiesta (scrap head special) with the
1.25 engine in. However this was a
runner, and by this time |l had a
sizable lead, so all | needed to do
was complete the test correctly at
a decent speed to keep the win.
Thankfully the Fiesta withstood the
abuse of me and others using it,
and we took the win by over 13
seconds.

Turns out the engine Red Shed Il needs a bit of work (it was sold to me as head gasket may be going, so |
always knew this was a risk). So its off to head the engine refreshed, before some more work to get the
car ready for the Witney AutoX at the end of August.

Keep up with Matt on his blog: www.mattendean.co.uk
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Rally for the Ages

By Benjamin Thurston (age 12)

| got interested in rallying when | first got my clubman membership on my 12" birthday. | then had a day
of instruction with Graham Raeburn to get to know tulips and how to use a trip meter. We then wenton a
testride to try out the skills | had learnt
including keeping time. It was a great
day and I really enjoyed it.

Then 2 weeks later | went out on a rally,
Rally for the Ages, as Grandpa’s
navigator. My favourite part was when
we were going round the test cones at a
billion miles per hour, and getting to
poke grandpa with a pencil when he
disobeyed instructions. We did fairly
well, for my first time, coming 28™ out of
66 and coming 5 in class.

Everyone was really friendly and supportive,

so | didn’t feel shy or self-conscious at all. | really enjoyed doing it and although | was barely tall enough
to see | had a very, very good time. My next event is Intro to Targa and my cousin Henry is there too. We
should beat him easily.

SRS =
il S.JK 3825 R
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Intro to Targa — my first event!
By Henry Leggett (age 12)

When my Dad asked me to sit next to him and navigate on the Intro to Targa event, | was a little
overwhelmed. I’ve never done anything like it before. Dad goes off with Grandpa all the time for their
weekends away, but | never really knew what they did. My cousin Ben did an event with Grandpa called
Rally for the Ages, and when | knew they were doing the event too | knew | had to win! Grandpa’s car was
too nice to use in the quarry so they used our car. Grandpa had never driven Dad’s MG, but he didn’t
seem worried.

When we first arrived, Dad showed me how to
mark up the map, what to write and what to
highlight. He’s navigated on loads of things like
this but never driven, so we were both learning
together. I’d looked at a couple of his previous
map books but we talked it all through and | felt
nervous. However, when we pulled up to the
start line | had a big burst of energy and
excitement. | don’t remember much about the
first test, except it was really fun and really
bumpy. We agreed we’d take it slowly but dad
got all excited. It was tight round some of the
cones and we did have to find reverse. Before |
caught my breath we were at the finish.

The second test we were both calmer, it was a variation of the first but we both were a little more
confident on what to expect. | tried to compare my times with Ben and Grandpa and it did look like we
were faster. By mid afternoon we were in our stride, getting used to it all when Dad ignored me and we
got a wrong test. | think we went the wrong way round the big digger. On one test we were then starting
and someone skidded through a cone and nearly hit us! Fortunately we saw him coming and didn’t go
anywhere, then had another go. A bit later Dad forgot to stop at the stop point, but | can’t remember if |
told him to... | think he was getting overexcited by now. The last test of the day was a repeat so | just
looked out the window and enjoyed the event.

I really enjoyed my day and we beat Ben and Grandpa, although | did think Grandpa was trying not to
break Dad’s car. | would definitely have another go, so we’ll look for some easy events to enter. Ben and
Grandpa seem to be doing more together so we might join them on some other things too, maybe in one
of his other cars. | have also been told they’ve just changed the age for autotests to 13, so | can drive
from December! As long as | can reach the pedals...

Thank you to all the organisers and marshals, | had a great day! Hopefully see you somewhere soon.
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Intro to Targa

By Tom Howarth

Last month | had the chance to take partin South Oxon Car Club’s “Intro to Targa” event. With small

tests laid out between heavy machinery, piles or rubble and loose gravel tracks, this event helped

resemble what we could expect when attending a full scale Targa rally. The event was made up of a

series of times tests marked out by cones, with the added challenge of code boards to spot and record

along the way. Stop/Go points and merges were also built in, helping to emphasise what you’d expect
on a full Targa rally.

The experience had throughout the day was brilliant! A hectic
day full of what was thought to be fairly simple tests, proved
to be a lot more challenging than anticipated. With balancing
the car between a loose gravel surface and a greasy field, |
had to balance remembering the correct route with keeping
the car tidy, all while making sure | didn’t miss a code board
orclip acone.

The MG ZR held up well to the task, though the rough surfaces and tight manoeuvres gave both me and
the car plenty to think about. The stop/start nature of the tests
really tested throttle control and braking, while the rubble piles
and machinery added a sense of realism. Definitely didn’t want
to get a corner wrong with a JCB looming on the outside!

What stood out most, though, was the atmosphere. The event
was relaxed, friendly, and supportive, with marshals and
organisers always ready to guide newcomers through the
format. Between runs, competitors swapped advice and
compared notes creating a sense of community that made the
day as enjoyable as it was educational.

By the end, | came away with a huge grin, a layer of dust over everything, and a much better
understanding of what Targa rallying is all about. It’s affordable, accessible, and offers a brilliant mix of
driving skill and light-touch navigation. I’d encourage anyone curious about rallying to give it a try.
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Three rallies in four weekends!
By Suze Rogers

August was a busy month for me, with three rallies in four weekends, two different drivers and three
different cars. It finished with a good run out on the Mewla (a stage rally over Epynt) our first time in DVY
since blowing the engine and various other issues in December 2023.

However, it was the two results on Targas that were the highlight. The first was the Cliff Mainwaring Targa
Rally at Walters Arena, my first time sitting with Tom Brooks in his MR2. It was a tough old day on car
and crew, using lots of tracks within the complex, and none of them smooth! Conditions changed from
wet to sunny by the end, to also make things interesting.

We knew we were doing ok and were having a fast and
sensible run and picking a line through the rough
stuff. We’d been seeded as Car 3 but by Test 3 were
already running as Car 1 on the road, and finding
some things not as expected (multiple missing
passage controls on tests, for example) but the pace
was there.

There was a long wait for the penultimate test whilst
cars were recovered, and someone spotted a cutin
OVERKILL ; kA our rear tyre and told me. We asked the start crew
how long (we were still running as Car 1) and decided

we’d quickly
change it. We went back to the line, and then the car died, and
wouldn’t restart — at the same time we were told the last test
was cancelled due to the day running later than planned. After
quite a bit of stress and trying to trace the mystery electrical
issue, she thankfully kept running for the 12.25 mile test and
we were really pleased to finish 2nd overall. The results kept
changing and at one point we were 6 seconds off the win, but
they had some penalties removed, then some added, we
picked up a cone fault and we ended up 26 seconds back after
Thr 19 mins of drive time. Thanks to Gavin for being our
compulsory marshal.

-
>

My second targa of August was the new Mid Devon Targa Rally,
this time with Gavin in Fly and 12 tests (four loops of three). It
was a tough day out as we led for three of the four timecards

but snapped a leaf spring in test 6, so before lunch and the
halfway point. This test was forest tracks and 4 miles long, at

the time we didn’t know what it was but towards the end of the
test we knew things weren’t right and the noises weren’t any
better! We got to lunch and nobody was carrying a spare
(understandably) , and given where we were, we decided to carry
on.

Test 7 was the long test again, and we were really pleased to set the joint fastest time here despite our
lopsided look — until we picked up a 1-minute codeboard penalty. | was absolutely gutted, and having

Page 16 of 22



SOCC Newsletter September 2025 info@southoxoncarclub.co.uk

queried it, | was told I’d written a B as a G. The codeboards were five
letters long with 13 codeboards and 65 characters on that test alone —
we can only think | misheard Gavin. 400 characters on codeboards in
total that day, 399 correct and 1 wrong meant a 1-minute penalty — it
didn’t feel proportionate when overshooting a control line and
potentially endangering marshals was a ten second penalty...

We still held a slender lead going into the last loop, despite that
penalty of 1 minute, and were on a good pace. Trevor Disney was
watching and said Fly looked a handful and again, poor Fly was taking
a pounding. Halfway round the final test, over a big bump, she cut out.
We lost a minute, having found the coil lead had popped off the
distributor.

To finish, let alone bring her home 2nd overall, is a surprise but rallying can be cruel at times!
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Rali Bro Preseli
By Geth Johnson

Rali Bro Preseli is a pre-plot closed to club road rally with the Teifi Valley Motorclub. The events starts in
the Crymych Cattle Market before heading out into the Pembrokeshire Lanes and farm tracks for a route
of around a 100miles through the hills of Mynydd Preseli all the way down to the coastal lanes of
Moylegrove. This event was the first event for Dion and me to pair up, and on top of that the first event
for his freshly built, 2 Litre Pinto Powered Ford Mk2 Escort.

We started out at Car 16, behind a strong pack of local drivers. Sat in the queue awaiting our minute at
SS1 we’d realised the fan wasn’t working at all and the car was in fact over-heating. A quick fiddle with
the fuses and wiring revealed that it was something more serious than just a blown fuse, and with this
on our mind we head off into the first selective. The first half of the event lead us around North
Pembrokeshire, through Newport, up over Carnigli Common before stopping for a mid-way fuel halt at
Brian Llewelyn in Eglwyswrw. It was at Petrol we’d realised that after the first half’s racing we were neck-
and-neck with car 4 of the night, Simon Jones and Martin Richards, having dropped exactly the same
time of 00:45!

The second leg of the event saw us skirting around the outskirts of the Preseli mountains and
Pembrokeshire Coast national park, using roads, farm tracks and farmyards to create a tricky route for
the remainder of the 100Mile event. The event finished at the Llys-y-Fran Country Park where the long
wait for the results began. Unfortunately having had a few ‘overshoots’ after trying too hard to gain a
lead on Car 4, we dropped to second place where we settled at for the final results. Not bad having
found out at the finish that the gearbox had been out of the car 4 times the previous evening due to
clutch / gearbox seal issues.

Allin all a great event and a fantastic night’s motorsport.
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JOHNSON

AGR/ - PLANT
07765164995

Machinery Buyer, Sales and Sourcing based in South Oxfordshire

Specialist in Agricultural, Construction & Forestry Plant and Equipment

f : Johnson Agri - Plant Ltd
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East Anglian Classic in an Austin 7 Notsolleggera...

I met Nick Skuse on the Chelmsford Motorclub 12 car circuit, building up a friendly rivalry that added to
the enjoyment of the competition. Nick and his wife Julie, James Portway and Steve, and myself and
who ever would drive me round. More recently Nick and | have competed on a couple of 20 cars, with
me driving and Nick navving. On one such event Nick said he was keen to enter the HRCR East Anglian
Classic in Dobbie, his Austin 7 special, but couldn’t find anyone daft enough to sit next to him for the
100 miles of regularities and tests. I've competed with Dad on a few HRCR events, but had ruled them
out this year as three of the events had required substantial route plotting, often late into the night.
However, an event in the 7 sounded just about
ridiculous enough to make it worth the effort. The plan
was hatched, for the sake of us and the car we would
just compete in the Saturday evening event using a
marked map. | met Nick in Bury St Edmunds in time
for scrutineering and set up my GPS Brantz. The
weather was glorious so we both coated ourselves in
sun cream, donned hats, and prepared for an evening
in the sun.

Scrutineering passed, we headed off for the measured
section, setting up the Brantz before snapping the
gear stick off! Third gear engaged we went back to
scrutineering where Owen Turner kindly welded it
back together, adding

7 i -2 -~ some reinforcement. Running last on the road gave us plenty of time
~ - .
w/ to go back to the hotel for a lime and soda before the start. |
;;, ’ . N 3 highlighted our route in the book and we were good to go.

d

The first reg was a gentle potter through the countryside with little
effort on timing - lets worry about the route and see how it goes.
Navigated successfully, on to Reg B but it was not in my book... As
we lined up on a concrete track we were handed our tulip
instructions, coded A B C. As we set off we realised this was an
endurance test! As we raced along farm tracks, fields and woods,
it was clear that timing would play second fiddle to staying in the
seat. Nick wasn’t worried and kept his foot down keeping us
almost on time. We even overtook an MGB taking things a little
more carefully than us! As we reached the end we took a breath,
then on to the first test. We were worried about the tests as our
13hp is a little short of 160bhp of the Alfetta GTV6 in our class, but
having not seen them yet tonight we cracked on. A relatively
simple test down more farm tracks round cones, over enthusiasm
on the last corner made me forget to shout to stop astride and a
penalty was received, but never mind. Off to reg 3.

/
£
Ta

AT
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Again not worrying too much about timing, we followed the marked map with enthusiasm. Fortunately
Nick listened when | told him to turn left and ignore the car in front who went straight on, they soon
realised and caught up with us. We did some timing, but were enjoying the evening in the sun. Next was
Abrey Farm, a test | knew from this event last year and the Preston. It features two laps of a potato field
and slurry pit, including navigating some trees... Once again it was pedal to the metal, dust everywhere,
into the woods. Now, our small size was a bonus here, but hitting the trees would have hurt.
Nevertheless, Nick kept it going forwards and | shouted instructions as best as | could. All was going
well until an over- exuberant hairpin right filled us both with sand. My sunglasses saved my eyes, Nick
had removed his goggles before the start of the test and was now blind, but the 7 pressed on to the end
of the test! 1 reg left.

A quick refuel (£5 should do!) and it was on to the final reg. Having not seen the two other cars in our
class and us being on time, | decided not to worry about timing, although in retrospect | wish we had for
the sake of practise. As the sun was setting on a glorious evening, we pottered around the Suffolk
countryside, shooting the breeze and occasionally finding marshals, most of whom were good friends.
It was around this point | realised how truly fortunate | am to have found this little pocket of motorsport
with a great friend, beautiful scenery and gorgeous motorcars.

We finished the event 1st in class proving power isn’t everything. Thanks, Nick, for the opportunity, all
the marshals for the coming out, and my wife and family for letting me out to play again.
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The Gate Hangs High

HOOK NORTON

The Gate Hangs High is a traditional
country pub in Hook Norton, Oxfordshire.
Offering freshly cooked, locally sourced
food and a great selection of local ales. In
addition we offer comfortable rooms, and
a large camping area with electric hookups
and happily welcome children and dogs.

Live music | large garden | camping | kids area

Food served | event spaces | rooms to rent

GET IN TOUCH

01608 238 a3

WWW.THEGATEHANGSHIGH.CO.UK

KITCHEN HOURS

Wednesday: 12:00-14:30 / 18:00-20:30
Thursday: 12:00 - close

Friday: 09:00 - close

Saturday & Sunday: 09:00 - close

BAR HOURS

Monday - Tuesday: 15:00 - 23:00
Wednesday - Thursday: 12:00-23:00
Friday - Sunday: -12:00 - 00:00

LOCATION

WHICHFORD RD, HOOK NORTON, 0X15 DF

WHATS HAPPENING AT
THE GATE HANGS HIGH?

eCar & Blke night
every 3™ Tuesday

e Breakfast served
Friday - Sunday 9-11:30

elive music_ .
check socials for info

e Sunday roasts
11am - till we run out

e Children’s playground
open daily

eDon’t want to leave?
camping & rooms available
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