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Welcome to the SOCC 2025 Championship and Awards Edition newsletter! 

The SOCC awards evening was held on the 10th January 2025. This edition of the newsletter contains the final 

Championship standings, details on the award winners and has a few articles from some of those SOCC 2025 

Championship winners. 

In this edition: 

Championship Tables 2025 Final Standings 

2025 Award Winners 

A Year of Autotesting by Matt Endead 

Five Navs, Four Punctures and one Championship by Chris Jones 

How did that happen? By John Risby 

Funny Comments Section 

 

This newsletter is nothing without you, please tell us what you’re up to, no write up is too small. Please send 

any event write ups and pictures to Newsletter@southoxoncarclub.co.uk. 

 

2026 Membership renewals 
 

If not done so, please make sure to renew your Club membership for 2026 at the following link: 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfinds9R62UuzgUBNvevvQAF1RwigRCPfpRtDNXwuaN6x7dxg/vi

ewform 

 

The next Newsletter will only be sent to those that have membership for 2026, don’t miss out       ! 

 

SOCC events for your Diary 
 

22nd February is the February PCA at Turweston Aerodome near Brackley. 

 

27th February is the Chatsworth 12 Car Rally, starting and finishing at The Chatsworth pub in Banbury. 

 

For event regs and links to entry please visit our SOCC Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/southoxoncarclub 

 

Many thanks, Chris Jones. 

 

http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/
mailto:Newsletter@southoxoncarclub.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfinds9R62UuzgUBNvevvQAF1RwigRCPfpRtDNXwuaN6x7dxg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfinds9R62UuzgUBNvevvQAF1RwigRCPfpRtDNXwuaN6x7dxg/viewform
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Championship Tables – 2025 Final Standings 

SOCC 2025 Autotest Championship  

SOCC 2025 Summer Grass Autotest Championship 

 

 

 

 

http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/
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SOCC Rally Drivers Championship  

 

 

 

 

SOCC Rally Navigators Championship  

 

 

 

 

 
SOCC Open Championship  
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SOCC “Rallyboy” 12 Car Drivers Championship 

 
SOCC “Rallyboy” 12 Car Navigators Championship 
 

 

SOCC “Rallyboy” Driver and Navigator 12 Car Championship 
 

 

http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/
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2025 Award Winners 
 

Well done to all the award winners from 2025. Once again thanks to our sponsors that enable us to present 

amazing trophies to well-deserved club members. A further thanks to Callum Black for presenting the 

trophies. Please find details of who won what below: 

 

The Bill Gwynne Clubman of the Year – Rob Granger  Steve Paine Junior Shield – Joel Price 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Claridge Drivers Champion - Lewis Ayris  TJ Hall & Son Navigator Champion – Tim Sawyer

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCC Autotest Championship – Matt Endean  Summer Autotest Championship – Matt Endean              
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“The Rallyboy” 12 car Championship. 1st Overall Driver and Navigator – Chris Jones and Tim Sawyer  
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A Year of Autotesting 

By Matt Endean 

At the beginning of the year, I didn’t intend to be doing so many autotests but they were all so enjoyable I 

didn’t want to miss out on them. Thanks to the great work of SOCC, there were some great venues providing 

both fun & fast and challenging tests. 

 

I ended up using a variety of cars, from my own rally car, ‘Red Shed II’ (a car bought for parts but became a 

second competition car) however due to car challenges I also borrowed the SOCC club car and James Hall 

very kindly lent me his car. So, all in all I used four different cars to take two championships. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank all organisers and marshals for their time and work running all the events. 

 

Below are a selection of my accounts of some of the rounds during the year. 

 

The end of May was a return to the usual SOCC Banbury Skip Hire venue for another autotest. For this I 

teamed up with Tim Sawyer to nav for me in Red Shed II. 

The tests were run over two sites, giving a real mix of tight and twisty and more open and flowing. However, 

no matter the test, the venue was very dusty, and we both got covered in the dust during the day. 

The day started well and we were leading from the off…. however, a wrong route (my fault not Tim’s) put me 

back by 30’s…. Luckily there was still lots more tests, so I had the chance to make back the time 

lost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rest of the tests were challenging and got longer as the day went on. Thankfully I stayed cone free all day 

and stayed on the right route and ended up taking the win by quite some margin. 

 

https://youtu.be/MoNxuerIa-k 

 

On to the July SOCC Autotest and a return to a venue local to me, just 20mins up the road on the A41 for the 

next evening grass autotest. 

The field was known to be bumpy, and it was smoother than last time but the challenge this time would be 

length of tests, and dust which just hung in the air. 

I started the event in Red Shed II, which really didn’t want to start the night before and this would come back 

to haunt me… 

http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/MoNxuerIa-k
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I went into the event with a good entry not expecting to do that well as the tests were long and flowing 

giving those with power an advantage, but at the end of the first test we had a slender lead of less than a 

second. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then as the tests progressed on the lead grew larger with each run, I did get a bit lucky when I hit one of the 

truck tyre markers that this event used as cones. The venue was rough though, and one part I hit ruined the 

relatively new rose joint track rod ends I was testing on the car. Seemingly these last no better than 

standard/OEM parts, so they will be replaced with these as there was no improvement in steering feel or 

feedback with them. 

Then just over half-way through what was to become an epically long event, the car started mis-firing and 

running rough. I thought at first this was hot fuel as the weather was very hot, however cooling the fuel 

didn’t solve it. I managed to get it running a bit better and went out for a run, but this didn’t last long….. So I 

parked her up before any real damage was done. 

I then swapped to the SOCC Club car, an even more standard Mk6 Fiesta (scrap head special) with the 1.25 

engine in. However, this was a runner, and by this time I had a sizable lead, so all I needed to do was 

complete the test correctly at a decent speed to keep the win. 

Thankfully the Fiesta withstood the abuse of me and others using it, and we took the win by over 13 seconds. 

Turns out the engine Red Shed II needs a bit of work (it was sold to me as head gasket may be going, so I 

always knew this was a risk). So, it’s off to have the engine refreshed, before some more work to get the car 

ready for the Witney AutoX at the end of August. 

This video shows how late it was getting at the end of the event, but also how the dust stayed in the air 

making it feel like driving in fog! 

 

https://youtu.be/2Yh_5jgOlFs 

 

After a weekend at Santa Pod for the FIA Euro Drag Racing finals, it was back to autotesting, and a chance to 

try the new engine in Red Shed II. This was a 1.8 ‘135’ engine donated by James Hall, all standard just with a 

new head gasket. 

The event started well, and the tests were smaller than recent ones, but this seemed to suit me with a 

decent lead starting to build up. However, at the end of one test a cloud of steam and a coolant leak wasn’t 

welcome…. 

After filling the system back up with water we were at a bit of a loss as to why it was leaking. It turned out 

the coolant cap failed with the thread on it coming loose. A spare cap from the kit was found, and then it was 

back out for more fun and no more issues. 

By the end of the day, we had a decent lead and took the overall win. 

 

https://youtu.be/g7mUPxFT2JY  

 

http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/2Yh_5jgOlFs
https://youtu.be/g7mUPxFT2JY
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Five Navs, Four Punctures and one Championship 

By Chris Jones 

With only a little bit of TLC required after the infamous 2024 Preston Rally, my Puma felt ready to go for the 

Rallyboy sponsored 205 SOCC 12 car Championship. 

 

17 Jan 2025 and the first event of the year was the Plough and Back 12 car, with the expert Nav, Rob Granger 

sat beside me. Mick Valentine’s briefing at the start stated that the Navigation was simple enough, but we 

soon found it was nothing but simple. We did get lost a little at one point, but with Rob sending us down a 

number of different routes, we eventually got back on track and made sure we went the correct way through 

route checks. Was very happy and surprised to finish 3rd overall and 1st Expert. 

 

7th Feb and it was time for the Chatsworth 12 car rally. This time Tim Sawyer was sat next to me, in the 

Novice class. I out braked and missed the first Passage Check resulting in a difficult and what felt like a never-

ending reverse to get out of the zone on the app, before then heading back in and stopping correctly this 

time. We had a little battle with Lewis Ayris, who did fly past us at one point for us then to watch them miss 

the next slot right. No other dramas and everything went well and the pace felt good. We managed to finish 

1st overall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Mar was the Three Counties Spring 12 car. Another different Nav, with James Leggett sitting next to me, 

and we were once again in the Novice Class. An error looking for double masts instead of a single mast took 

us somewhat off route and dropped us a fair few minutes which resulted in us only finishing 8th overall. 

 

11th April and it was the April 12 car. This is the first event I have helped run and had Rob Hall as the 

experience to help plan and run this event. There was a lot more to it than I first realised with plotting the 

route (and changing it all the time when bits get scrubbed), getting everything signed off and confirmed by 

the RLO, driving the route many, many times, putting the navigation together, getting everything on the app 

correctly and then driving the route again plus a lot more that goes into running a 12 car. But anyway, for this 

event I ran as course opener with another different Nav, with Geth Johnson reading the maps. Near the end, 

there was a big pothole in a dip that I caught with the front right. I immediately heard a hiss, but this soon 

stopped and everything felt okay. On the way back to the finish, it was then quite clear something was amiss. 

http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/
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But luckily, we crawled into the finish where I discovered we did in fact buckle the alloy and got a flat. 

Everyone seemed to enjoy the event and that was my main aim for the night. 

 

16th May and it was the Mayfly Scatter. This time I had Rob Granger back in with me. Being Experts, we had 

the “luxury” of watching all the Beginner and Novice crews head off at earlier times. But once it was our time 

to go, we were given the instructions and cracked on with plotting a few locations. We kept to main roads 

near the start and after grabbing our first points we were heading back up the A41 when an awful sound 

started coming from the front left. This got louder and louder and was causing steering issues. We pulled off 

and I discovered it was yet another puncture! We hit nothing and the road was smooth, so not actually sure 

how this happened. The wheel was changed in 6 mins and we were off again. Rob was spot on with the route 

he chose, but some road closures did stop us collecting some further points along the way. After the time 

loss with the puncture, we were happy enough with 6th overall. 

 

Due to the UK weather supposedly getting lighter, the championship then had its usual summer break. So in 

June I decided to also take up playing football again after a year absence due to a back injury. Second game 

in, and whilst sprinting for the ball I heard a loud pop and was confused as to why someone would hit me on 

the back of my calf with a baseball bat. It turns out that was not the case, but I had torn my Achillies tendon! 

This resulted in me being in a massive boot, on crutches and pretty much sofa bound for the next three 

months. 

 

It was lucky I injured my leg at the start of the summer break, as by the time the Chairmans 12 car rally 

arrived on the 27th Sep, I had just been given the all clear to drive. As I was not sure how my leg would 

perform, or if the pain would result in me pulling out part way through the event, I decided to talk my Dad 

into coming out of a 43-year retirement period and Navigate for me. This time we were beginners. This event 

was one of Rob Halls specials, that are always quite testing on the crews / cars and often have something 

extra, different and exciting thrown in. We did miss an early route check (in hindsight I should have realised 

and made us go back when I saw another crew come from a different location) and it took some time for my 

Dad to get used to the noises that the Rally app makes and understand why I keep stopping depending on 

what the app tells us. Everything soon came together and 

there was no sign of any map reading skill fade from my 

Dad. Although he did say that the roads he Rallied on 43 

years ago in Wales were never this rough! With a route 

check penalty of 10 minutes and 10 minutes dropped 

elsewhere, we were surprised to finish 1st in class and top 

points position (Beginners cannot win outright). 

 

 

 

http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/
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17 Oct saw me and Tim Sawyer enter the 3 Counties 12 car once again as Novices. As car 2, early on we 

caught Harry and Brian at car 1, but as we took a slot left, they didn’t, and we soon found out we had indeed 

taken a wrong slot but had carried on for about two miles. By the time we turned around and got back on 

route, this cost us 2 minutes but was the only time we dropped all night. The rest of the event went well 

despite Tim admitting he was feeling unwell. We finished a close second place overall and 1st in class with 

three crews all only dropping 2 minutes. Harry and Brian took the win due to being cleanest furthest with 

Lewis and Matt coming home third. On the drive home, I did start to hear the dreaded rumble of another 

flat. It held on enough for me to get home, but on checking it the next day, it was as flat as a pancake. 

 

21st Nov was the last minute 12 car with Tim again sat beside. Our aim was to have a relaxed event. Lewis 

Ayris and Matt Outhwaite sadly could not make this event, and with dropped scores coming into play (only 6 

out of 7 events to count) this secured us the Drivers and Navigators Championships. Everything was going 

well, despite it being very icy in places with a lot of wheel spin when trying to get up some slopes. We had 

not dropped any time, but about halfway through the event, I started to hear the tell tail noise of a slight 

hiss. I tried to ignore it, but on a 90% right, it all went wrong and was clear something was not right with the 

rear. We pulled over to discover yet another puncture. This time at the rear right. The standard jack was 

struggling to get the car jacked up enough and annoyingly my other scissor jack that would have been 

perfect, I took out of the car to save weight. I won’t get a rear puncture I thought, knowing the standard jack 

worked fine on the front. As I went searching for anything to help, a rock, tree branch, or a better spot to 

position the car, Tim tried seeing if he could get anymore height from the jack. Possibly due to the ice, I am 

not quite sure, but the jack slipped and impaled itself into the body work. Luckily it did not drop the car onto 

its rear axles / drums. However, we were well and truly stuck. A frantic call out for assistance and lucky for us 

Rob Hall was not far away. Using his scissor jack, we were able to get the wheel changed. It felt like an age, 

and I was sure we were OTL and about to retire for both our first time ever. But Tim tells me we only dropped 

16 minutes. So we carried on and managed to finish in 5th place overall at the end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is never easy to win a Championship, and this year was no exception. There are a lot of top crews out there 

and it was a great battle right to the end. I have been lucky enough to have fantastic navigators sit in with me 

and a massive thanks must go out to them. Another massive thanks must go out to SOCC for putting on 

amazing Championships, it’s sponsors (thanks Rallyboy!) and to those that put in months of effort behind the 

scenes for an event to run and those that help on the day. I have a busy 2026 planned, what with a house 

move and other things coming up. But I plan to try and do an event here or there and help with events where 

I can. I might even try and see what all this navigating malarky is about too! 

 

http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/
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How did that happen? 

By John Risby 

 
I had to miss the awards night due to having the flu so was very surprised to find out I had won something? 

The Open Championship Award 2025! 

 

“HOW DID THAT HAPPEN”?? 

 

Well, having only got my DS3 in December 2024, a present from my partner as I jokingly said I’d like it so I 

could do some rallying (which I’d wanted to do for 50 years!) this was to be my first year of motorsport. 

 

January PCA at Banbury Skip hire in the snow driving Rob G’s Skoda followed by a SOCC 12 car and the 

Hangover 20/20 both with Simon B in the hot seat, (I’m sure he remembers my/our first off,  

a high-speed trip into a field through a gateway, luckily the gate was open………“I must listen to my nav.”). We 

still finished first in class though! 

 

February, I navigated on a 12 car, did 3 marshal points on the Baldet 20/20 and March drove on another 12 

car. 

 

April, another 12 car as navigator, then the sniper 20/20, 126 miles and a long night with Rob G guiding me 

around. 

 

June saw my first Targa at Kemble with Rob G.  Really enjoyed it but lots to learn. 

 

May to November 9 Autotest / Autosolo / PCA’s plus navigating in 3 of them. 

Also helped Rob G organise 3 SOCC evening PCA’s at 3 different venues. 

Marshalled at the Intro to Targa and Scenic Sunday. 

 

3 more 12 car events including 1st o/a on one with Dave Morris and another Targa with Rob G. at Debden, 

first one on mixed surfaces, great fun. 

Also helped organise a BBAC 12 car and navigated the course opening car. 

I was supposed to be navigating for John Mac on the Preston but ended up marshalling with him instead. 

 

Also did 2 track days, Bedford Autodrome + Castle Combe and test day at Banbury Skip Hire so a very full 

season. 

 

So I now see why I accrued 

enough points to win the 

championship. 

Not bad for my first year, more of 

the same in 2026? 

 

 

 

http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/
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Funny Comments Section 

I am trying something new, so bear with me. This part of the newsletter is where I will post some funny and 

memorable comments that members of the club have said at one time or another. This is to bring a bit of 

humour to the Newsletter. If you have anything that is clean and appropriate for me to add in the next 

edition, please send them my way. 

“I have been lucky and never had a puncture on a rally”. This was followed by 4 punctures in 5 events. – Chris 

Jones jinxing himself. 

“I am just going to take it steady to make sure we get to the finish” James Hall at second petrol near the end 

of the Preston Rally. A few tests later he hit a tree and retired. 

“Come back with my light” Rob Hall getting upset with Tim Sawyer as Tim chases the runaway wheel they 

have just changed. 

“Tim’s fault” Chris Jones blaming Tim Sawyer for the jack slipping whilst changing a puncture (reoccurring 

theme here with Tim and punctures?!). 

“Aghhh what now?” Alan Jones EVERY TIME the Rally App pinged for a Route Check. 

“Pull over a sec, I just need a quick wee” Rob Hall every 5 miles. 

“Can you tell Bob to quieten down, we can’t here the Bingo calls” Bob Wisniewski disturbing the peace at the 

Gate Hangs High pub. 

“Erm Eddie, you got any blue roll left” Chris Jones with a no notice call of nature whilst rescuing James Hall 

on the Preston Rally. 

“I’m talking to you as the Chairman of Chelmsford Motor Club” Matt Endean pulling rank on the Preston 

Rally. 

“There should be no crossroads here. Go right anyway. Oh wait I am looking at the wrong part of the map”. 

Alan Jones somehow guessing the correct route. 

“Have you got curry sauce?” Rob Hall at every Kebab Van. 

http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/

