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Welcome to the December edition of the SOCC newsletter!

With James Leggett moving away and no longer able to carry on as the editor for the club newsletter, | have
now taken it over and hope to carry on with the great work that James did. Massive thanks to James for all
his hard work!

With Christmas fast approaching and all our SOCC 2025 motorsport events wrapped up, it’s the perfect
moment to look back on a fantastic year of motorsport. Thank you for continuing to support South Oxon Car
Club. We wish you and your families a wonderful Christmas and New Year, and here’s to another exciting year
of motorsport in 2026!

In this edition:

Happy 6th Birthday to SOCC

The Chairman’s report

SOCC 2026 Calendar

January Dates, Regs and Entry

SOCC 2026 Johnson Agri— Plant Ltd 12 Car Championship
The Hero Classic Marathon

Rally Of the Tests 2025

Castle Combe October Track Day

The llkley Jubilee Historic Rally

The 12 Car Years

This newsletter is nothing without you, please tell us what you’re up to, no write up is too small. The next
edition will likely be out early in 2026 and will include write ups and Championship scores from the SOCC
2025 Championships. Please send any articles and pictures to Newsletter@southoxoncarclub.co.uk.

2026 Club Membership

Don’t miss out on another amazing year of motorsport with South Oxon Car Club and make sure to renew
your Club Membership for 2026. Renewing is simple. Please find the membership form link below:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSfinds9R62UuzgUBNvevvQAF1RwigRCPfpRtDNXwuaN6x7dxg/vi
ewform

For any membership queries please contact Tim Sawyer at: membership@southoxoncarclub.co.uk

Many thanks, Chris Jones.
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Happy 6th Birthday to SOCC!

On the 24t September we celebrated 6 years since South Oxon Car Club
was founded, and what an amazing 6 years it has been!
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Chairman’s Report

Firstly, may | take this opportunity to thank James Leggett for getting the SOCC Newsletter off the ground
earlier on this year. What you have created has been great and all your work is appreciated by the club. Sadly,
James is moving away and so Chris Jones is taking on the task of the newsletter. Cheers Jones.

Since the last newsletter we have run a few events:

I Sunday September 14th and it was the September PCA at Turweston Aerodrome. We as a club were
lucky enough to be given a fresh piece of the venue to use. Matt Endean taking FTD with Max Bird
1st expert and Chris Price 1st Novice.

I The Presidents 12 Car was on Saturday 27th September which started at Tuthills and finished at The
Gate Hangs High. An interesting route and thanks to Tim Sawyer for organising.

1 Friday October 17th was the 3 Counties 12 Car. Starting and finishing at The Gate. | was lucky enough
to get out and compete and as an added bonus had my son on the maps................ we shall leave that
there. Our event ended on a tow rope due to an alternator failure. Cheers to Bob for organising.

I The October PCA was back at Ferris Hill Farm on Sunday 19th with Jon Forrest taking FTD with Jock
John taking 1st expert and yet again 1st novice was Chris Price.

1 Friday 21st November was The Last Minute 12 Car starting near Watlington and finishing near
Newbury. Although the event was a little shy on entries a good night was had by all and thanks to
Simon Blackshaw for organising.

I The final SOCC event for the year was the November PCA and was good to be back at Turweston. A
nice dry but cold day with yet again Jon Forrest taking FTD.

2025 has been a busy year for the club. 7 12 Cars, 1 Scatter, 11 Autotests / PCAs, Car Show, Scenic Tour, Intro
to Targa plus social evenings and meetings.

Thanks to everyone that has helped out in one way or another this year (far too many to mention) it is
muchly appreciated.

As I'm writing this, we have no more events for 2026. Instead, we are busy planning another busy year for
SOCC in 2026 including some fresh events at some fresh venues. January 2026 is especially shaping up to be
a busy month with a PCA, SIM Racing Social, 12 Car Nav Training evening, awards evening and a 12 Car.

The 2026 calendar has now been confirmed and published and is shown on the next page here.
Have a great Christmas and New Year and hope to see you at a SOCC event soon.

Rob Hall.
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SOCC 2026 Calendar

Sunday 4th January -PCA (Rnd 1) - Ferris Hill Farm
Saturday 10th January - Awards Evening - Red Lion Eynsham
Tuesday 13th January - SIM Racing Social - Simply Race Milton Keynes
Friday 16th January - 12 Car (Rnd 1) - Chipping Norton
Tuesday 20th January - 12 Car Navigation Training Evening - Red Lion Eynsham
Sunday 22nd February - PCA (Rnd 2) - TBA
Friday 27th February - The Chatsworth 12 Car (Rnd 2) - Banbury
Friday 20th March - 12 Car (Rnd 3) - TBA
Sunday April 12th - PCA (Rnd 3) - TBA
Friday 17th April - 12 Car (Rnd 4) - TBA
Sunday 3rd May - Regularity Run - TBA
Friday 8th May - May Fly Scatter ( Rnd 5) - Bicester
Sunday 31st May - PCA (Rnd 4) - TBA
Wednesday 24th June - PCA (Rnd 5) - Major Farm Services
Wednesday 22nd July - PCA (Rnd 6) - Village Farm
Sunday 26th July - SOCC Scenic Sunday - Kingsley Eynsham
Sunday August 16th - PCA (Rnd 7) - TBA
Saturday 29th / Sunday 30th August - Multi Venue PCA - (subject to confirmation)
Friday 4th September - 12 Car (Rnd 6)
Saturday 3rd October - Chairman's 12 Car (Rnd 7) - Kassam Stadium
Sunday 11th October - PCA (Rnd 8) - TBA
Friday 6th November - 12 Car (Rnd 8) - TBA
Sunday 22nd November - PCA (Rnd 9) - TBA

All dates are subject to change. Fresh events will be added in bold and locations updated
in due course.
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January Dates, Regs and Entry

Please find links to regs and entry forms plus further information for upcoming events in January 2026:

Sunday 4" January is the SOCC 2026 January PCA at Ferris Hill Farm near Hook Norton. Link to the
Regulations and to enter are on the SOCC Facebook page or in the following link: https://autotest.sapphire-
solutions.co.uk/eventlist.php?sitename=southoxon&fbclid=lwY2xjawOoBhZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmIkETBhYV
A2bVNnV1I0bFpPSW9kc3JOYwZhcHBfaWQQMjlyMDM5MTc40DIwMDg5MgABHgBSPkOhSF3yyZdOSOGYTEp
BMunrgjVocFnTf6VhAXag8BkER20ofupBfiSmG aem 69EGUMWxjH69EQYdGc4mnw

Saturday 10*" January we have the SOCC 2025 Awards Evening being held at The Red Lion Eynsham from
7:30pm.

Tuesday 13" January we are back at Simply Race - Racing Simulator Venue in Milton Keynes for the SOCC
January SIM Racing Social. All details are on the SOCC Facebook page. To book your place please email
info@southoxoncarclub.co.uk.

Friday 16" January is the SOCC January 12 Car. 90 miles on Maps 164 & 163 starting and finishing in
Chipping Norton. Link to the Regs and to enter are on the SOCC Facebook page or in the following link:
https://rally.sapphire-
solutions.co.uk/eventlist.php?sitename=socc&fbclid=IwY2xjawOoB7VIeHRUA2FIbQIxMABicmIkETBhYVA2bV
NnV1I0bFpPSW9kc3J0YwZhcHBfaWwQQMjlyMDM5MTc40DIwMDg5MgABHVINISrdgoMMijyNLLWzUVL7S fbu
[li-300mWzlkFKhoG-qFKsdHQvPyttC aem vflht33YESi68aQJn07c6Q

Tuesday 20" January and we are back at The Red Lion in Eynsham once more for the SOCC 12 Car Navigation

Training Evening. Everyone is welcome, just bring a 164 map, roamer, pencil, rubber and a few quid fora '*
or two.

Remember, you can keep up to date with everything relating to South Oxon Car Club by visiting the SOCC
website, www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk
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SOCC 2026 Johnson Agri — Plant Ltd 12 Car Championship

We are pleased to announce that Geth Johnson from Johnson Agri - Plant Ltd has agreed to sponsor the 2026
SOCC 12 Car Championship. The 2026 Championship will be aptly named, SOCC 2026 Johnson Agri — Plant
Ltd 12 Car Championship.

Big thanks to the 2024 Drivers Champion Eddie "The Rallyboy' Haynes for sponsoring the 2025
Championship.

26 Drivers and 25 Navigators entered the Championship with 4 entered in the All-rounders class.

Results for 2025 will be announced at the SOCC 2025 Awards Evening on Saturday 10th January at The Red
Lion Eynsham.

Entries for Round 1 of the 2026 Championship are open with the link to the Regs and entry detailed in the
January Dates, Regs and Entry.

There are some changes to the Championship rules for 2026, including double points for the November 12
Car and x1.5 points for the MayFly Scatter in May. A copy of these rules will be available soon.

For any more information please email info@southoxoncarclub.co.uk

JOHNSON

AGE/ - BLANT

www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk Page 7 of 21



http://www.southoxoncarclub.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/eddie.haynes.58?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZ-AfuCaFeYMSI31HxtJx5xmn2-5yi6OVkSs8S7ZMB4fDx097V-NlRtOcXSg6xHDwt9EZ0lCjGsHt2n6jCcjkoEnXQC1pcaEhIPdV98yRB8oXYGVujlpJkkPLkRhi6YKEGnH0ul-MVKsiXVi_donzOvyml8gxxfNci-BTKrf7eDqZ_MXL-ZZuuMwPEJelRjnqs&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/events/1410689847303288/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZ-AfuCaFeYMSI31HxtJx5xmn2-5yi6OVkSs8S7ZMB4fDx097V-NlRtOcXSg6xHDwt9EZ0lCjGsHt2n6jCcjkoEnXQC1pcaEhIPdV98yRB8oXYGVujlpJkkPLkRhi6YKEGnH0ul-MVKsiXVi_donzOvyml8gxxfNci-BTKrf7eDqZ_MXL-ZZuuMwPEJelRjnqs&__tn__=-UK-R
https://www.facebook.com/RedLionEynsham?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZ-AfuCaFeYMSI31HxtJx5xmn2-5yi6OVkSs8S7ZMB4fDx097V-NlRtOcXSg6xHDwt9EZ0lCjGsHt2n6jCcjkoEnXQC1pcaEhIPdV98yRB8oXYGVujlpJkkPLkRhi6YKEGnH0ul-MVKsiXVi_donzOvyml8gxxfNci-BTKrf7eDqZ_MXL-ZZuuMwPEJelRjnqs&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/RedLionEynsham?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZ-AfuCaFeYMSI31HxtJx5xmn2-5yi6OVkSs8S7ZMB4fDx097V-NlRtOcXSg6xHDwt9EZ0lCjGsHt2n6jCcjkoEnXQC1pcaEhIPdV98yRB8oXYGVujlpJkkPLkRhi6YKEGnH0ul-MVKsiXVi_donzOvyml8gxxfNci-BTKrf7eDqZ_MXL-ZZuuMwPEJelRjnqs&__tn__=-%5dK-R
mailto:info@southoxoncarclub.co.uk

SOCC Newsletter December 2025 info@southoxoncarclub.co.uk

The HERO Classic Marathon — Geneva to Biarritz

By James Leggett

Two years ago, | competed on my first international event — HERQO’s Classic Marathon, six days of regularities
starting in Bled, Slovenia. Some of you long time readers will remember my account of that... This year’s
event started in Geneva and finished in Biarritz, focussing on the Pyrenees.

Dad drove over for three days before, arriving in Geneva on Saturday morning, whilst | flew into Geneva
airport after scrutineering and in time to sign the paperwork. A few laps of the measured distance and we
were ready for the welcome dinner. The first car was out at 8am on Sunday morning (we were car 50), and
we were off. Day one — Geneva to Valance. Straight into it, no messing around, and my inexperience laid
bare. Last year we competed in some HRCR events, this year even less, and I'd forgotten quite what to
expect.

Regularity rallying is about being at the correct location at exactly the correct time, but you don’t know
where you will be measured. You receive a penalty for the number of seconds you are early or late, up to a
maximum of one minute per section. Missing a control gives a penalty of 2mins 30seconds. For the two
regularities in the morning, we had penalties of 2-5 seconds per control, we were doing well. However, a
failure to do exactly as the trip said meant we missed a control hidden in some woods and we finished the
day 44™ out of 55 starters. Having driven past a gravel track three times with a small hole in a hedge, we
didn’t imagine we’d have to push through that hedge. | struggled to find the positives. Conversations in the
bar that evening highlighted 10 of us had made the same mistake, but we were the only ones to find our way
to the next reg start without getting lost.

Day 2 — Valance to Millau — was started in reverse order of finishers — an early start for us 11" on the road.
Another day of fast paced regs highlighted that our trip was spot on accurate. That means if the trip says turn
left, just turn left. Being early on the road meant there were no tracks to follow, so at 2.14km we had to turn
into a hedge and hope there wasn’t a wall behind it. Sure enough there was a track and we were on the
correct route. Included today was a number of stages from the historic Rallye Monte-Carlo, with a coffee stop
at the famous museum. A full-on day but 8 places climbed.
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Day 3 — Millau to Carcassonne. Some indiscretions by other competitors yesterday, and 55 rally cars passing
through some exceptionally quiet villages, highlighted our existence to the local authorities. We woke up to
the numbers covered on the cars and our event converted to a tour... | personally relished the opportunity to
just enjoy the drive, a view shared by the bottom teams but less so by the top! We were told to drive the
route book, but there would be no competition and no timing. Dad and | made the most of this, stopping to
take photos at every opportunity, including of the Millau Viaduct. The walled town of Carcassonne was
equally as impressive.

Day 4 — Carcassonne to Vielha, competitive again (mostly) but still under the radar... Some regs were
cancelled and converted to ‘tours’, but most of the day was competitive. Now deep in the Pyrenees,
regularities took us to the top of the world and back down again a number of times. A positive day as we got
back into the swing of things, we climbed the table with some healthy competition against our Kiwi friends.

Day 5 — Vielha to Pau —included some significant road sections and another opportunity to enjoy the
amazing scenery. A simple error by me highlighted the importance of routine and not rushing, but another
day eased by cancelled regs to reduce impact on locals. On one pause to visit a hedge | happened to glance
at the front tyres realised they were perhaps past their best, although Dad insists there was plenty of grip
from the steel wires. Fortunately, we carry two spares and the service crew helped us swap them out at the
lunch halt with minimum time lost. The afternoon featured my favourite Col of the week, the Col du
Tourmalet, although the Col d’Aspin was equally impressive. By now we were learning the tricks in the route
book. Left at 4.13kms, then turn right, then turn left (give way) is probably the long way round a triangle and
all three will happen in very close proximity. Similarly, 5.45kms turn left then turn left (give way) is probably a
lay-by, so we knew there would probably be controls at those points. Back to Pau for the night and 31st
overall.

Day 6 — Pau to Biarritz. The last day but no let up. Another day of full competitive motoring with some good
scores until we also felt the curse of the last day... En route to Reg 1 the Brantz trip was proving variable. Into
the reg — the one with all the junctions... - the trip was evidentially out, significantly under reading.
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Fortunately, the frequent junctions allowed me to keep notes of how far out we were. We navigated it
successfully, but timing was becoming a challenge as it relies on an accurate trip. Reg 2 was similar. Reg 3 was
more challenging, with the trip over 0.5km out after 7kms, making junctions impossible to judge. A long blast
up a Col meant we caught a Mercedes at a control and were able to keep in sight, trusting their nav. Shortly
after the final control of the reg we lost all power. Coasting down a hill with everything off she came back to
life, but with no trip we had no idea where we were. Whilst sat navving to lunch we lost all power again and
the support crews were called. Luckily for us they were 5 mins away and had us going again, suspecting a
dodgy alternator dash light. We arrived at lunch with 20 minutes to our due out time, 20" o/a, before
realising we had no power again. More support from the mechanics evidenced a failed battery and a failed
alternator, one presumably taking out the other. We borrowed a fully charged battery and attempted the
final two regs.

Mid reg four we lost trip again but we were still moving forwards, so | used my GPS rally trip app to get us
through the reg, and eventually through the final reg of the event. We passed a car part store on the road
section to the finish so bought two new batteries, still aware we were over our 30 minutes lateness but not
last on the road... Champagne popped, we were 25" overall and 2" in class, a great comeback and a solid
finish, especially considering our afternoon!

So what have | learnt this event? For the more technical among you but:

1. If ’'m driving at 45kms for 3.4kms, then changing to 38kph, my speed table says | should be at the
38kph section at 4mins 32secs. | can therefore reset my trip at 3.4kms and reset the timer at 4.32,
and I'm still carrying the same early/late. That’s harder if you're looking for a landmark, but I've
finally learnt the basics.

2. Using the Brantz Timer, cloc-2 allows me to hold the time shown for 32seconds, resetting in the
background, coming back to me 32 seconds later. Whilst my timer is held | cannot reset it. When |
arrive at a control, | want to reset everything to start again for the next section. If there is a control
shortly after a speed change and my timer is still held, | can’t do the reset at the control. However, if |
don’t need the time held, | can manually take it off hold, making sure I'm ready in case of a control.

Some amazing driving from Dad as always and the little Alfa does remarkably well considering the abuse it
receives. The scenery was astounding, | only wish | had more time to look at it, but | don’t mind not seeing
another hairpin bend for a while...

If you're interested in navigating on regularities in the UK or abroad, I’'m more than happy to talk you through
what if I've learnt.
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SOCC December Special
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AMOTANMEC

Race-Driven. Budget-Smart. UK
Engineered.

O Motamec delivers the gear you need to
compete with confidence. Designed by

O racers, for racers, combining British
engineering, FIA-approved safety gear,

and affordable performance parts trusted
across grassroots motorsport.
Gear up today with Motamec and

save on race-ready essentials.

use code MOTAMEC15 at
checkout to get 15% off

P

Available on the RPS webshop
www.rpsrally.com

offer ends January 31
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Rally Of the Tests 2025 — Not bad for a “Driver”

By Tim Sawyer

When | thought I'd give navigating a try last year, | never thought it would lead to sitting at the start of the
prologue of the rally of the tests with 14 OS maps ready to tackle the 3 1/2 rally, but that is where | found
myself in early November 2025, sitting next to David Ward in his stunning Lancia Fulvia HF.

This year's rally was to run from Kendal to Llandudno via Blackburn and Stoke.

Thursday evening bought the prologue and a quick 2 hours to get you into the swing of things, 2 tests and 2
regs would set the starting order for the Friday. Clean runs over the 2 tests but 1 missed left turning causing
us to drop a minute, expecting this to drop us way down the results but very pleased to see 15th overall
come up on the results.

Friday would see the rally head north from Kendal up to Warcop, with a couple of tests and regs including a
brilliant section through Killington woods, before two visits to the military area for 9 tests with a reg and
lunch in the middle. As darkness fell, we were still a long way from Blackburn but had a visit to Weeton and
had a long section on the edge of Bowland to go.

The day had gone responsibly well, and we were holding our place inside the top 20.

Saturday started with rain and fog as we headed into Cheshire, one tricky regularity section saw a lot of
crews miss a code board but that was soon forgotten about after a series of fun tests around Cheshire
Showground and Oulton Park.
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The real fun of Saturday was in the afternoon as we headed to the Peak District for a couple of very slippy
farm tests before a series of regularities including one section through Tissington Ford followed by a 28 mile
regularity section. | tried to keep on top of the timing but just getting all the controls was the aim and

we achieved this.

It was soon Sunday, and the goal of Llandudno was insight, more tricky regularities taking place in farmyards
and other private roads as we headed into Wales. Another slippery farmyard test followed by a hill climb test
which would see the following regularity start when the test stopped, so you were dropping time before you
started.

Throughout the rally we had been so lucky with traffic until the penultimate regularity where we had to
reverse for a member of the public, the reason they couldn't go back was a control was in the lay by, this
dropped us 41 seconds, ultimately we would finish second in class by 25 seconds!

The rally would end with 3 tests around the Great Orme and the finish on Llandudno promenade.

If you had told me before the rally we would end up 14th overall and 2nd in class, | would have bitten your
arm off!
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AGR/ - PLANT
07765164995

Machinery Buyer, Sales and Sourcing based in South Oxfordshire

Specialist in Agricultural, Construction & Forestry Plant and Equipment

f : Johnson Agri - Plant Ltd
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Castle Combe October Track Day — Nice day for a spin

By John Risby

On the last day of October, | travelled to Castle Combe Circuit in Wiltshire for a track day in the DS3 with Rob
Granger as a second driver / coach. Arrived at 7:45am for noise check, sign on and unloaded tools / spare
wheels / tyres ready for the briefing at 8:45.

At 9am, we had 3 laps following the course car on a damp track with different coloured cones at each corner
for braking, turn in and apex. Too many different cars to mention, but there were 2 orange Mclaren’s, quite a
few with 'mods' and a couple of full-on race cars. My DS was probably the slowest there?

| drove first, and on the second corner, '‘Quarry', the back stepped out due to the track being damp before a
'racing line' was formed. | wasn't far behind one of the Mclaren's (who | think was having tuition) but it broke
down and was parked up for the rest of the morning?

Lap 3 and a Mini on his second lap overtook us going into a chicane too fast (past the braking cone which was
not allowed), locked up, spun, took out the tyre barrier, smashing his passenger window and putting a big
dent in the door and wing, day over for the Mini, lap 3 and 2 cars out already!!! The session was stopped for
repairs to the chicane, before | then did a few more laps, getting a bit quicker as the track dried out.

——

Rob was about to do a session when a Renault Clio went off at Quarry causing another stop. The whole
passenger side scratched and dented but he did go out again with some tape holding
things together.

Rob's first lap already felt faster than mine plus much quicker through the chicanes.

We did about 6 laps each then changed driver, checking car and tyres, plus letting it cool down! Another Clio
had an incident on the back of the circuit just as it was time for lunch, nice café (pulled pork with sweet and
sour sauce, yummy!).

Rob was thinking about the track as we were eating and in the afternoon session he 'ignored' the braking

cone on Avon Rise and drove 20 metres past it, turned in and didn't brake! | wasn't brave enough to go that
fast into it and still touched the brakes.
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We did about 60 laps between us. A full race Honda passed us plus 3 other cars through Bobbies (a bit
naughty but very skilful, and fast).

On my last lap with 30 mins to go, as we went through the 'Bobbies' chicane there was a Porsche spinning
across the grass and the day was finished there so Rob missed out on his last half hour!

A good fun day out, | learned a lot and got faster especially through the chicanes.
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The Gate Hangs High

HOOK NORTON

The Gate Hangs High is a traditional
country pub in Hook Norton, Oxfordshire.
Offering freshly cooked, locally sourced
food and a great selection of local ales. In
addition we offer comfortable rooms, and
a large camping area with electric hookups
and happily welcome children and dogs.

Live music | large garden | camping | kids area

Food served | event spaces | rooms to rent

GET IN TOUCH

01608 238 753

5o T

WWW.THEGATEHANGSHIGH.CO.UK !‘u"-‘ i
= eCar & Blke nlght B &2

KITCHEN HOURS every 3™ Tuesday

Wednesday: 12:00-14:30 / 18:00-20:30

Thursday: 12:00 - close *Breakfast served

Friday: 09:00 - close Friday - Sunday 9-11:30

Saturday & Sunday: 09:00 - close e Live music
BAR HOURS check socials for info
Monday - Tuesday: 15:00 - 23:00

Wednesday - Thursday: 12:00-23:00 e Sunday roasts
Friday - Sunday: -12:00 - 00:00 11am - till we run out

e Children’s playground
LOCATION open daily

WHICHFORD RD, HOOK NORTON, 0X15 DF e Don't want to leave?

camping & rooms available
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The llkley Jubilee Historic Rally — Winning In Yorkshire

By Suze Rogers

With the Exmoor Targa cancelled, the possibility of travelling to Yorkshire the weekend before became a lot
more feasible. The llkley Historic is one of the few events to run a Clubman’s event alongside the main event,
and the llkley also opens it up to more modern cars which gave me the chance to drive. Muriel is a 1994
Micra, with the K11 shell coming out in 1992, but for Historic Road Rallies she’d need to be a 1990 shell (the
K10) hence not being old enough for the full HRCR Historic events.

Whilst the main HRCR event started on the Saturday evening, the Clubman’s section was Sunday only. We
travelled up on the Saturday and passed noise and scrutineering (having changed Muriel’s normal Brantz trip
to the Scimitar’s one, due to Muriel’s giving a speed readout that’s not allowed) and got through without any
issues. The “new” Brantz trip hadn’t been working when we loaded Muriel, so we were pleased and relieved
to have identified and rectified the issue ahead of the event as without a trip things would have been
difficult. We didn’t have any pre-plotting, so we went to our hotel and had a good carvery for dinner.

Our event had nine tests and six regularities totalling around 80 miles. Neither of us had done this event
before and we didn’t quite know what to expect. We started with two tests at Bramham Park, and what a
treat that was! Gravel, flowing tests which rewarded commitment and were very enjoyable. | was a little
scrappy on the first test, and just three seconds off the bogey on the second test. This took us into our first
regularity of the event which was on private land; being on private land meant the “controls cannot be less
than two miles apart” rule didn’t apply, so we knew we had to be on our A game. Our navigation for this was
tulips, the same as the main event, and we were delighted to only drop eight seconds across 7.5 miles and six
controls, which was second best across the two events (best was six seconds dropped). One control was
particularly difficult with needing to take slots hundredths of a mile apart at the right times to find the

controls in the right order, so an accurate trip was important, and we were pleased to get this one right.
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From Bramham (only visited once during the day, sadly for us!) we had a second regularity, where we
dropped a disappointing eight seconds across two controls; post event we still think one of the optimum
times was out by five seconds, but it didn’t make a difference to our result. We then headed to Rufforth
Airfield where we had two tests which went well, although a working handbrake would have helped. It is
always good to get to the end of a test and the marshals say we looked quick, but we didn’t know how we
were doing compared to others. We later found out we were 11th fastest on Test 4 across the two events.
Tests 5 and 6 were the same and used an interesting yard with gravel and we were 9th fastest on Test 6
across the two events, so we seemed to be doing ok. At the finish of this test the marshal called me a
“hooligan driver” which at least showed | was trying! We were two seconds off the best time here.

Another regularity, and this time we dropped 10 seconds across four controls, which was again second best
across the two events. This brought us to the lunch halt, where we found out we were leading the Clubman’s
event by 12 seconds — a pleasant surprise! There was a long way to go though, with lots of rain and many
more miles ahead. From lunch, the fourth regularity was 23 miles, with five timing points, and we dropped
13 seconds which was our worst regularity of the day compared to others competing. From here we had a
test at Pateley Bridge Showground which was good fun with a lap and trying to be brave but neat on very wet
tarmac whilst fighting some understeer. It was only run once, we would have been happy to have had
another go!

Regularity five came next with three timing points and four seconds dropped for us, again second best across
the two events (best was three seconds). We then headed to Coldstones Quarry which was a very interesting
venue; by this point everything was drenched, but there was also heavy fog. This meant needing to be brave
and not being able to see each manoeuvre so although we had a couple of lock ups, we had a good run
through as this venue was used twice. 8th fastest on Test 8, across the two events, was our best of the day.

This left one last regularity, which had another three timing points. We knew we were having a good day, and
having had some really bad luck when navigating on historic rallies seeing very good potential results slip
away to become ok results, | really hoped that wouldn’t happen when driving! We dropped five seconds
across the regularity, which was second best across the two events. There were several regularities on the
Sunday where the navigation/information for both the main event and the Clubman’s was the same and this
was one of them, so it was good to have a direct comparison.
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We headed to the golf club for dinner, and to await results. A 12 second lead at lunch can quickly disappear,
and we had no idea how we had done. It turned out we’d been extending our lead all day, to win the event
by over a minute; the Classic & Sports Car article called it “a commanding win!” We’d been best on
regularities in the Clubman’s all day, and quickest on the tests, which was extremely pleasing. I'd chosen to
run winter tyres which worked really well, although on the Saturday I'd had a little doubt seeing how many
people were running knobblies. I'd had a bad cold in the week so it hadn’t been the best of preparations, and
although being north of Leeds at 8pm on a Sunday night and needing to be in the office for 8am on Monday
in Bristol makes events/travel hard sometimes, it was worth the effort.

After two second overalls this year as a navigator, | was chasing a win; | just hadn’t expected it to come as a
driver...! The event was a real team effort and Gavin was faultless in the left-hand seat, and Muriel didn’t
miss a beat all day, so we’re very pleased with our result.
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The 12 car years

By Tim Hall

Back in the 60’s | was an apprentice at Smiths Industries who, like many large companies, had a motor club.

I and my mates joined. The first event being a table rally, an event was arranged for the following Sunday and
we had a good chance of winning. | fired up the Anglia 105E and set off, the event was nothing like current 12
cars, being more like a treasure hunt, answering questions, collecting treasure and navigating a route.
Regrettably we got that wrong big time and must have been last. Not put off we did the next one, but | don’t
think we did any better.

Things went a bit quite then until the early 70’s when my brother-in-law, Mike Turner, joined Witney Motor
Club. We decided to try our luck again and did events in his ex-Post Office Anglia van. | don’t think we
disgraced ourselves, but reliability was a bit lacking.

One event comes to mind, we arrived and lined up amongst twin cam Escorts, Mini Coopers and so on. Many
of the crews wearing matching Rally Jackets. About halfway through the event we stopped at a control and
Mick Warman was chuffed to bits telling us Martin Madge was running first in an Escort Van and we were
third in the Anglia Van. Regrettably this didn’t last long, somewhere near Sarsden Pillars the van just stopped
(not unusual just needed a tweak now and again) | grabbed a torch, but it wouldn’t work, no problem, due to
my Boy Scout training | had a second torch but that wouldn’t work either. We grovelled about in the dark but
all we achieved was getting dirty. By now the adrenalin was reducing and we just sat on the side of the road
laughing and waiting for course closing car to arrive. | looked over at the van and said there’s a light on in the
back, | walked over and both torches were on. | told Mike to press the starter, and it fired up first time.

| plotted a direct route to the finish at Fortes. First stop was the Gents, trying to scrub up the grease and
muck (without much success). We went upstairs to a heated debate between the still immaculately dressed
crews and organisers over a code board, we just laughed. Don’t remember the results but we ended up with
a trophy, haven’t got a clue what for but it meant more to us than the wining crew.

| thought it might be prudent to get professional advice, so | subscribed to a correspondence course (I doubt
most of the club knows what that is) on Rally Navigation. First two exercises went well | thought but the third
one came back covered in red pen, obvious the tutor hadn’t got a clue so didn’t bother any more.

After that | tried a Mini and Escort but didn’t shine, | knew 12 cars was not for me.

One last think before they lock me in a dark room again. Some time ago | saw James using one of my old
Romer’s which almost put a tear to my eye but not for long. | noticed he had a brand new, state of the art
Potty! Mine that had been used on 4 International rally’s, umpteen Nationals and others but not good
enough for the new breed!
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